STFC Impact Acceleration Account Call 2016 

STFC funded PhD students, post-doctoral researchers and academics are invited to bid for funding for one or more of the following:

STFC has awarded £50,000 to Cambridge Enterprise for an Impact Acceleration Account programme, now in its third year. The aims of the fund are to support activities that enhance the exploitation of the outputs of STFC funded research, and enable wider professional development. Applications are invited for funding for one or more of the following:

· Company relationship development: small grants for travel and expenses to prospect new relationships with industry

· Bursaries for skills training: courses in entrepreneurship, commercialisation and similar for professional development

· Proof of concept projects: prototypes and continued development work (crucial in bridging the so-called “Valley of Death” in early-stage research)

· Market research projects: market assessment and commercial potential studies for new technologies being developed by STFC researchers

Eligibility:

Training funding and travel bursaries

The training fund is open to any STFC funded researcher. The travel bursaries are open to any STFC funded researcher, or a researcher working on a project funded by the STFC.

Proof of concept ad market research projects

The fund is open to projects which involve STFC-funded research outputs. It is not necessary that the project lead be an STFC-funded researcher, but an STFC-funded researcher must be included as a team member. 

The funds will be awarded to projects that will increase the probability of commercialisation of the research or activities that will improve the commercial skill set of the researchers.

Further award details:

Proof of concept project awards will be made on the basis of individual project requirements, up to a maximum of £25,000. We anticipate market research proposals will be <£10,000, whereas proof of concept projects may be more. Travel bursaries to visit companies would normally be around £300 maximum (more will be considered where there is a strong case to travel further afield) and training funding awards will depend on the course (expected to be <£2000). The award will cover 100% of directly incurred costs but will not cover indirect costs. The cost of any single item of equipment or other externally sourced items cannot exceed £10,000.

Application process:

The grants will be awarded as a result of competitive bids within the University.

The deadline for submission of the bids for proof of concept and market analysis projects is Thursday 8th December at 17:00 hrs. The grants for travel and training will be available until July 2017. Applications must be made on the appropriate application form and submitted to Natalie Kirsch at ps.ipportfolio@enterprise.cam.ac.uk  Applicants for proof of concept and market analysis projects will be advised of the outcome by the end of Friday 16th December. Applicants for travel and training grants will be informed of the decision within 14 days of the date of application.

For advice on applications or to discuss any aspect of your application please contact one of the following:

Dr Jennie Flint - jennie.flint@entreprise.cam.ac.uk 

Michael Simmons – mps48@cam.ac.uk


Dr Stephanie North - sn468@cam.ac.uk

STFC Impact Acceleration Account 2016 Program: Cambridge Enterprise
Application Form for Training Grants
This form is to be used in the application for funding for training for commercial-related professional development. Enquiries about applications and completed forms should be addressed to ps.ipportfolio@enterprise.cam.ac.uk 

Guidance Notes

Eligibility:

The person attending the course or receiving the training must be STFC funded, and the training must have a commercial aspect.

Assessment criteria:

Applications for training funding will be assessed against the following criteria:
· Skills development: the range and commercial value of the skills developed by the course content

· Potential for professional development: how the training will assist the recipient in their future career, either in or out of academia

· Quality of the training course: courses provided by recognised providers are more likely to be funded
The applications will be assessed by members of Cambridge Enterprise who have a background in Physical Sciences and Engineering, as well as experience in business and technology commercialisation.
Course de-brief
A 250 word summary of how the training has assisted in expanding the recipient’s commercial skills will be required within 30 days of completing the course.
	1. TITLE OF COURSE AND COURSE PROVIDER:

	


	2. BRIEF SUMMARY OF COURSE CONTENT:

	
	
	
	


	3. DATE OF COURSE:

	


	4. COST OF COURSE:

	


	5. CONTACT DETAILS:

	
	Course recipient

	Name
	

	Department
	

	Telephone
	

	E.mail Address
	


	6. DESCRIPTION OF SKILLS THIS COURSE WOULD HELP DEVELOP AND HOW:


	


	7. HOW THIS PARTCIULAR SKILL SET ASSISTS THE RECIPIENT WITH PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT:

	


	8. PREVIOUS STFC FUNDING :

 Please provide grant references, titles and start and end dates for the STFC funding for the course recipient.

	


	SIGNATURES:
	

	APPLICANT:
I declare that the information given on this form is complete and correct.

	Name (print)

	Signature
	Date
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